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own will to go forward, with 
workmanlike determination, toward a 
cure. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING HAROLD LEONARD 
‘‘LENNY’’ KAUFER 

∑ Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, today I 
recognize the life and legacy of New 
Jerseyan Lenny Kaufer, who passed 
away on July 13 at the age of 92. Lenny 
was a dear friend and inspiration to me 
at the very dawn of my career in public 
service. He will be greatly missed by 
all who knew him. 

Harold Leonard Kaufer was born on 
August 25, 1921, in Newark, NJ, where 
he was raised with his 10 siblings in the 
Roseville neighborhood by his parents, 
Abraham and Gussie. As a son of New-
ark, a graduate of its schools, and a 
New Jersey small business owner, 
Lenny cared passionately about New 
Jersey and its future, cheering the re-
vival of its largest city and keeping 
track of the news ‘‘back home.’’ He 
considered Newark and New Jersey to 
be at the very core of his identity, and 
even though his retirement took him 
to California, he kept a book of his-
toric photos of Newark on his bedside 
table until the day he died. Lenny 
never forgot where he came from. 

I had the great fortune to get to 
know Lenny during my time on the 
Newark City Council and as mayor. I 
consider him to have been one of the 
more gentle, kind souls I have ever 
met, and I appreciated his sound per-
spective and sage advice. I treasure the 
conversations we shared, as well as his 
undeterred love of Newark, and I will 
miss his wisdom. 

Above all else, Lenny was devoted to 
his family. In 2012, he and his wife 
Shirley celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary, and they found great 
pleasure in the time spent with their 
daughter, three grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren. Lenny always 
gave loved ones a kiss for the road. As 
a man of faith, after moving to Cali-
fornia, he maintained a membership at 
his temple in New Jersey, just so he 
could ensure that his family there 
would always have a home for the High 
Holidays. 

Lenny is mourned by his wife Shir-
ley, his daughter Jacqueline, sisters 
Madeline and Helga, brother Irwin, 
three grandchildren, two great-grand-
children, a large extended family, and 
his many friends and neighbors. Lenny 
touched so many lives over his 92 
years. He was an American treasure. 
He demonstrated the truth that so 
often the biggest thing you can do in 
any day is a small act of kindness, de-
cency, or love. Lenny lived every day 
with constant kindness, unyielding de-
cency, and a remarkable love for oth-
ers. I ask that the Senate join me in 
honoring him and remembering his ex-
traordinary life.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL MARIAMNE 
R. M. OKRZESIK 

∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor and pay tribute to an excep-
tional leader, Col. Mariamne R. 
Okrzesik. After a lifetime of service to 
our Nation, Colonel Okrzesik is retir-
ing from the U.S. Air Force and her 
current position as Director of the Of-
fice of Legislative Affairs, United 
States Central Command, at MacDill 
Air Force Base in Tampa, FL. On this 
occasion I believe it is fitting to recog-
nize Colonel Okrzesik’s extraordinary 
dedication to duty and selfless service 
to the United States of America. 

Colonel Okrzesik has served at all 
levels in the Air Force. Her career 
began when she received her commis-
sion in 1986 through the Reserve Officer 
Training Corps program at the Univer-
sity of Maryland. Colonel Okrzesik’s 
distinguished military service has 
taken her all over the world in defense 
of our Nation. Her career has included 
assignments and duties across a wide 
variety of command, intelligence, and 
staff positions throughout Europe, the 
Pacific, and the United States. Colonel 
Okrzesik has served as an intelligence 
flight commander; director of oper-
ations; executive officer; Major Com-
mand; Headquarters Air Force and Sec-
retary of the Air Force staff officer; 
squadron commander; and Joint Com-
batant Command staff officer. Colonel 
Okrzesik has received numerous 
awards during her career, including the 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Air 
Force Meritorious Service Medal with 
six oak leaf clusters, the Joint Com-
mendation Medal, and Air Force Com-
mendation Medal. 

It is a pleasure to recognize Colonel 
Okrzesik’s long and decorated career 
today and also the great benefit to the 
Nation she has provided as a senior 
leader for the U.S. Air Force and De-
partment of Defense. Colonel Okrzesik 
has always achieved excellence during 
her career. On behalf of a grateful na-
tion, I join my colleagues today in rec-
ognizing and commending Colonel 
Okrzesik for a lifetime of service to her 
country. For all she has given and con-
tinues to give to our country we are in 
her debt. As Colonel Okrzesik retires to 
Lothian, MD, we express our gratitude 
for her faithful and dedicated service 
and wish her our sincerest best wishes 
upon her retirement.∑ 
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REMEMBERING JOHN V. EVANS 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor the life of former Idaho Governor 
John Victor Evans. Governor Evans 
will be missed, but his impact on Idaho 
and his legacy of dedicated service will 
endure. 

Governor Evans and his family were 
Idaho pioneers. He was born and raised 
in Malad, ID. He attended Idaho State 
University, and like so many of his 
generation, he went to serve as an in-
fantryman in World War II. After re-
turning from the war, he earned a de-

gree in business and economics from 
Stanford University. 

John dedicated much of his life to 
public service. He served in the Idaho 
State Senate where he rose to the posi-
tions of majority leader and minority 
leader. He was mayor of Malad, the 
town he grew up in. In 1974, he was 
elected Lieutenant Governor before his 
terms as Idaho’s 27th Governor from 
1977 to 1987. He led Idaho through a 
number of challenging times: the his-
toric settlement of water rights, the 
closure of the Bunker Hill Mine, and 
the difficult economic times much of 
the Nation saw in the 1980s. He also 
contributed to the national dialogue, 
having served in leadership positions in 
the Western Governors Association and 
National Governor’s Association. 

He was dedicated to community serv-
ice and supported numerous efforts and 
organizations. He was a member of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, American 
Legion, the Fraternal Order of Eagles, 
and the Rotary Club, and he was a 
Mason. He also held a number of lead-
ership positions for the Independent 
Community Bankers Association. 

Following his retirement from public 
office in 1987, he became president of 
D.L. Evans Bank in Burley, ID. During 
his tenure, the bank grew from two 
banks to 21 banks, assisting thousands 
of Idaho residents and businesses. 

Idahoans benefited greatly from his 
steady leadership in public office and 
in business. He was known for his open- 
door policy, strong work ethic and al-
ways taking the time to meet with fel-
low Idahoans. I extend my condolences 
to his wife Lola, brother Don, children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and 
many other family members and 
friends. He will be greatly missed.∑ 
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WINNEBAGO COUNTY, IOWA 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, the 
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its 
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic 
development, make smart investments 
to expand opportunity, and take the 
initiative to improve the health and 
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and 
revitalization of so many communities 
across my State. And it has been deep-
ly gratifying to see how my work in 
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts. 

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my 
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of 
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take 
pride in accomplishments that have 
been national in scope—for instance, 
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful 
farm bills. But I take a very special 
pride in projects that have made a big 
difference in local communities across 
my State. 

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and 
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